
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WALLA WALLA COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

IN THE MA TIER OF 
PROCLAIMING MAY, 2017 AS 
MENTAL HEAL TH AWARENESS 
MONTH 

} RESOLUTION NO. 

WHEREAS, each May, the nation is asked to remember or continue to be aware that ongoing 
mental health issues affect as many as one in five Americans; and 

WHEREAS, mental health is essential to everyone's overall health and well-being; and 

WHEREAS, the National Alliance on Mental Illness {NAMI} reports millions of Americans are 
affected by mental health conditions every year. Here are facts about the prevalence and impact of mental 
illness: 1 in 5 adults in the United States lives with a mental health condition and 1 in 25 adults in the 
United States lives with a serious mental illness; half of all lifetime mental health conditions begin by age 
14 and 75% by age 24, but early intervention programs can help; 90% of those who die by suicide - which 
is the 1 Qth leading cause of death in the United States - have an underlying mental illness, but suicide is 
preventable; and the best treatments for serious mental illnesses today are highly effective, with between 
70 and 90% of individuals having significant reduction of symptoms and improved quality of life with the 
right treatments and supports; and 

WHEREAS, National Mental Health Awareness Month is a time to recognize the millions of 
American families affected by mental illness and to redouble our efforts to ensure that those who are 
suffering get the care and treatment they need. Nearly 10 million Americans suffer from a serious 
mental illness, such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or major depression. Unfortunately, 
approximately 60 percent of adults and 50 percent of adolescents with mental illness do not get the 
treatment or other services they need. As a result, instead of receiving ongoing expert psychiatric care, 
these individuals often find themselves in emergency rooms, prisons, or living on the streets; and 

WHEREAS, Mental Health Awareness Month is a reminder of the importance of working together 
to overcome any stigma associated with mental health issues and help those who are affected by providing 
support and advocating for equal care; now therefore 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by this Board of Walla Walla County Commissioners that they shall 
sign a proclamation declaring May, 2017 as Mental Health Month in Walla Walla County. 

"Passed this 8th day of May. 2017 by Board members as follows: ..3...._Present or __g_ Participating via other 
means, and by the following vote: ___3_ Aye _o._Nay _Q Abstained ...c.. Absent." 

Connie R. Vinti. Clerk of the Board Ja~irfnan, District 3 

Constituting the Board of County Commissioners 
of Walla Walla County, Washington 


